OUR
PHILOSOPHY

“Children are like tiny flowers;
they are varied and need care,
but each is beautiful alone,
and glorious when seen in the community of peers.”
Friedrich Fröbel

PHILOSOPHY
STATEMENT

Our philosophy is rooted in progressive
ideas developed by Friedrich Fröbel, the
renowned educator who shaped the
kindergarten concept more than 180
years ago. His holistic approach to early
learning
continues
to
inspire
our
curriculum today: child-centered, playbased, in unity with nature. And whilst we
see early education through the lens of
Fröbel, we are strongly committed to
continuously re-imagine and further early
education in the light of contemporary
research and practice.

“

We want every child to have the
opportunity to grow into a curious
capable caring and contributing
global citizen, beginning with an
empowered childhood.

“
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Our teachers and educators guide
children on their journey of exploring the
world very much like a gardener who is
nurturing seeds and seedlings in his
garden to support them to flourish in all
their individuality. Excellent qualifications
of our team, educational professionalism
and continuous training ensure that
each child is encouraged and guided in
their learning and development through
intentionally planned as well as
spontaneous play experiences.
FROEBEL’s curriculums comprise of
holistic learning and development
opportunities for children and educators.
Our image of the child is that of an
active, social, physical, and emotional
process that aims to acquaint children
with the world.
FROEBEL’s image of the educator mirrors
that of Friedrich Fröbel who believed
formal training of educator knowledge
and the importance of the pedagogical
practitioner in knowing how to teach
and why; not just ‘filling a child’s cup’
with knowledge but how to raise active
learners.

“The game at this time is not just playing,
it is the highest level of child development;
it is very serious and has deep meaning;
cultivate and nourish it, mother;
protect and look after it, father.”
Friedrich Fröbel

PHILOSOPHY
PRINCIPLES

BEING ACTIVE
FROEBEL educators encourage children
to be inquisitive and self-motivated for
active engagement in the learning
environment.
We
recognise
the
importance of play as a central and
integral element in each child’s
development and learning.

Our contemporary environments and
resources are often inspired by form,
shape and geometry by Friedrich
Fröbel’s acclaimed ‘Spielgaben’ (Gifts).
They continue to promote the original
concepts
for
children’s
active
participation in their learning.

FROEBEL believes that early childhood
professionals provide the environments
for growth with considered intentional
teaching to support the learning
process.

Each FROEBEL service from the nursery
rooms
to
kindergarten/preschool
explores their surrounding communities
and actively engage in their local
communities through collaboration with
stakeholders and regular excursions that
foster both active participation and
holistic learning experiences.

It takes skill and training for educators to
successfully
facilitate
play-based
learning experiences for children, to
facilitate
active
guidance
when
required, whilst at the same time provide
children with time and space to use their
imagination, to interact with peers and
to explore on their own, without rushing
and without teacher intervention. Both
guided and free play are not a “reward”
following
intentional
learning
experiences but the essence of how
children learn.
The architectural design of FROEBEL
environments and resources supports
intentional structures that foster safe risk
taking for all children. Risky play allows
children to inquire about their own
boundaries, with opportunities to learn
about safety. Safe risk-taking supports
the development of resilience as
children
navigate
variety
of
circumstances where they test limits and
explore boundaries.
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Health and nutrition are essential
aspects of active, physical, and mental
wellbeing, and at FROEBEL we offer
healthy,
nutritious,
age-appropriate
meals. Our menus compliment the
educational programs with teaching
and learning occurring at mealtimes,
through planned meal preparation
experiences and learning opportunities
around
planting,
growing,
and
harvesting foods such as herbs and
vegetables.
Wellbeing
is
fostered
through mindfulness programs that aim
to enrich children’s lives and provide
opportunities for bringing an accepting
attitude to the present moment.

BONDING
We value relationships and partnerships
between
colleagues,
educators,
children, and families. These strong bonds
assist
children
to
feel
welcome,
comfortable, and secure to develop a
sense of being, becoming and belonging
within FROEBEL.
We believe in the uniqueness of each
child’s capacity and potential, and we
encourage bidirectional relationships with
families to form a partnership in planning
for each child’s education and care. At
FROEBEL ‘we are part of the village that
raises a child’.

TIME AND SPACE
Children and educators grow and learn
together when they have time and
space to ‘be’ and develop their sense
of being, becoming and belonging.
FROEBEL believes that time and space is
paramount for holistic learning and
development.
Time and space evolve in many ways. It
is intended as an opportunity to slow
down and enjoy a moment. In each
environment, consciously making space
for time to unfold allows a child to
explore, to manage and be absorbed in
their inquiry and to have agency over
an experience. Equally, when educators
are ‘in-tune’ with their own needs they
can communicate with their team for
time and space to complete an
experience with their colleagues and
with the children.
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MUTUAL RESPECT,
APPRECIATION
AND PARTICIPATION
We respect and embrace each person’s
individuality, culture and diverse family
structures. We expect returned mutual
respect, appreciation and participation.
We consider each child to be an equal
and participating member of our
community. With regards to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child, we encourage each child to take
part in decision making at FROEBEL; the
child’s voice plays an active, ageappropriate
democratic
role
in
curriculum development in each centre.
Children’s rights inform the way in which
the curriculum is established, always with
consideration to how their rights can be
upheld within the day-to-day programs.
FROEBEL believes reconciliation is part of
mutual
respect,
appreciation,
participation, and establishment of
relationships. Within these relationships
are opportunities to support children’s
knowledge and understanding of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples’. Each FROEBEL service is
committed to build on required
knowledge and understanding to form
such relationships and achieve mutual
understanding and respect.

“Children should not be housed and told what to do,
but rather happily grow, strengthen and develop in the sunlight,
opening up like a flower
under the careful hand of an attentive gardener.”
Friedrich Fröbel

PHILOSOPHY
ELEMENTS

The progressive ideas of Friedrich Fröbel
are established in curriculums that
incorporate teaching and learning
through daily routines, planned and
spontaneous experiences.
Each experience is designed to allow
self-discovery and development of
individual abilities.
The following key elements form the
foundation of the curriculum and
educational programs in each FROEBEL
service.
•
•
•

Immersive Language Learning
Inquiry-based Learning
Education for Sustainable
Development
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IMMERSIVE
LANGUAGE
LEARNING
Immersive
Language
Learning
at
FROEBEL is the offer of bilingual early
childhood education and care and the
introduction of a second language that
is introduced through immersion, not by
teaching.
We embrace languages other than
English to be spoken at our centres, as
we regard this as further enrichment of
the cultural experiences the children
have.
While we focus on the introduction and
promotion of one particular secondary
language (in addition to English) within
each FROEBEL service setting through
immersion, we want to give every
language (as well as culture) room for
development as underpinned in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child.
The aim of immersive language
development at FROEBEL is the widening
of horizons - the children’s, the parents’,
and the educators’ - as well as
promoting
openness,
mutual
understanding and respect for the
“different and the unknown”.
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We do not aim for a 50/50 balance in
language input (or even outcome). The
degree to which immersion is possible
will depend on several factors in each
centre, so that the strategies adopted to
foster the development of bilingualism
will be adapted to the individual
situation of each centre – possibly room.
Ideally, we strive to offer the children at
FROEBEL as much immersion in the
second language as possible and
consistent access to educators who are
fluent in that second language.
The intent is to unite all our educators
and teachers in delivering quality
immersive early education and care. To
provide children with the experience of
having play- and joyful engagement
with language and communication, and
to be able to ignite an active
understanding
of
languages
is
something very personal and valuable
that we can give, and it is important for
us.
Our immersive language programs
provide children time and space for
development of senses and creativity.
Music and expressive arts are important
methods of human expression and
connection.
Children
are
given
opportunities to explore music in a
variety of languages which positively
supports their mental, spiritual and
emotional development.

INQUIRY-BASED
LEARNING
Inquiry-based Learning is a way of
providing children with intentional and
spontaneous
learning
opportunities
through everyday scientific exploration.
Implemented through the Little Scientists
approach, and the inquiry cycle, these
everyday STEM focused experiences
invite educators to provide children with
an environment and learning materials
that foster their curiosity, encourage
them to hypothesise, explore and
discover the world they live in and the
world around them. Inquiry-based
Learning provides children with time and
space to discover, research and
construct knowledge and materials.
Children have opportunities to work
cooperatively with peers and educators
where time and space are offered to
develop
foundational
social
and
emotional skills as they take responsibility
for sharing ideas, delighting in success,
and developing resilience through
challenges.
Inquiry-based Learning occurs within the
service setting and in surrounding
community spaces. FROEBEL educators
plan excursions for children to discover
connections to local lands, spaces and
places that promote the learning
experience
in
natural
and
built
environments.
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EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
Education for Sustainable Development
is more than developing children’s
awareness of the environment. It is what
FROEBEL as an organisation aims to
embed into the development and
provision of early learning services.
Guided
by
the
United
Nations
Sustainability Goals, FROEBEL constantly
strives to provide early learning services
which acknowledge and promote
active participation in long term
sustainability actions for a more
sustainable future for our children. This
supports our vision for children to
develop into contributing global citizens.
We want to support children in acquiring
knowledge and skills needed to
promote
sustainable
development,
including
among
others
through
Education for Sustainable Development
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights,
gender equality, promotion of a culture
of peace and non-violence, global
citizenship, and appreciation of cultural
diversity and of culture’s contribution to
sustainable development.
Curriculum development includes ways
in which sustainability will be delivered
through daily practices, resources and
role
modelling
and
interactions.
Sustainable practices are encouraged
throughout the education and care
service.

“We are guided by principles
that encompass Body, Spirit and Soul.”
Friedrich Fröbel
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